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Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

q J> V . ■ / ~ 

^f/A / L(W * lthdwwn > : A ^ding machine service system for transmittmg vending data to a 
/ y vending machine to a service operator, comprising: 

monitoring means for monitoring said vending machine, said monitoring means for 
compiling data on the operation of said machine, providing compiled data comprising machine 
identification and sales data on the vending machine, said monitoring means further for formatting 
said compiled data into a data stream; 

a transmitter for transmitting said data stream to a reception area, providing a transmission; 
a service vehicle situated in said reception area, said service vehicle for conveying an 
inventory of product for the vending machine, said service vehicle further comprising: 

receiver means for receiving said transmission, said receiver further comprising 
interface means for converting said transmission back to said data stream; and 

a portable computer for receiving said data stream, said portable computer further 
comprising display means for displaying the identification of the vending machine and sales data 
for the vending machiae, so as to enable said service operator to obtain inventory from said service 
van and convey same to the vending maehine, so as to stock said vending machine without a 
physical inventory of the vending machine. 
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2. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 1, wherein said compiled 
data of monitoring mean, includes data on cash receipts and change requirements for the vending 
machine, and wherein said display means of said portable computer display displays said data on 
cash receipts and change requirements. 

3. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 2, wherein said compiled 
data of said monitoring means includes service information on the operational status of the vending 
machine, and wherein said display means of said portable computer display displays said data on 
service information for the vending machine. 
\^ 4. (Wimdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 3, wherein there is provided 

second monitoring means for monitoring a second vending machine located a distance from said first 
vending machine, said second monitoring means for compiUng data on the operation of the second 
vending machine, providing compiled data comprising machine identification and sales data on the 
second vending machine, said second monitoring means further for formatting said compiled data 
into a second data stream; 

a second transmitter for transmitting said data stream to said reception area, providing a 

second transmission; 

wherein .aid receiver mKms fuflhcr saj . d seK>nd taaismiss .^ ^ ^ firtra 

converts said second transmission to a second data stream; and 

said portable computer is provided for receiving said second data stream, said 
portoMe computer funher conning display means for displaying the identification of me second 
vending machine and sales data for the second vending macrone, so as to enable said service operator 
.0 obtain inventory from said service van and convey same to the second vending machine, so as to 
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stock said second vending machine without a physical inventory of the second vending machine. 

5. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 4, wherein there is provided 
a third monitoring means for monitoring a third vending machine located a distance from said first 
and second vending machmes, said third monitoring means for compiling data on the operation of 
>^the third vending machine, providing compiled data comprising machine identification and sales data 
HI/ ^ the third vending machine, said third morutoring means further for formatting said compiled data 
into a third data stream; 

a third transmitter for transmitting said data stream to said reception area, providing a third 

transmission; 

wherein said receiver means further receives sai d third transmission, said interface means 
further converts said third transmission to a third data stream; and 

said portable computer is further provided for receiving said third data stream, said 
portable computer further comprising display means for displaying the identification of the third 
vending machine and sales data for the third vending machine, so as to enable said service operator 
to obtain inventory from said service van and convey same to the third vending machine, so as to 
stock said second vending machine without a physical inventory of the second vending machine. 

6. (Withdrawn): A vending machine service system for transmitting vending data too, a 
vending machine to a service operator, comprising: 

monitoring means for monitoring a plurality of vending machines situated at disparate 
locations relative one another within a local area, said monitoring means comprising individual 
monitor modules for compiling data on the operation of said plurality of machines, providing 
compiled data comprising machine Mentation and sales data on each of said vending machines, 
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said monitoring means further formatting said compile* data into a data stream; 
atransmiUerfor^ 

a service vehicle situated in said reception area, said service vehicle for conveying an 
inventory of product for.each of - id vending machines, said service vehicle further composing: 
receiver means for receiving said transmission, said receiver further comprising 
interface means for converting said transmission back to said data stream; and 

a portable computer for receiving said data stream, said portable computer further 
comprising display means for displaying the identification of each of said vending machine and sales 
data for each of said vending machines, so as to enable said service operator to obtain inventory mom 
said servxee van and convey same to each of said vending machines, so as to stock said vending 
machine without a physical inventory of each of said vending machines. 

7. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 6, wherein said compiled 
data of monitoring means includes data on cash receipts and change requirements for each of said 
vendmg machines, and wherein said display means of said portable computer display displays said 
data on cash receipts and change requirements. 

8. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 7, wherein said compiled 
data of said monitoring means includes service information on the operational status of each of said 
vendingmaefcnes^^^ 

data on service information for each of said vending machines. 

9. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 8, wherein said portable 
computer further comprises uploading means to upload said data stream to an administrative office 
and downloading means to download said data stream to said portable compute, . 
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... (With*™* The vending nnchine scvice system of data 9. ^ M monitorirlg 
mean, append, l0 said strram , ocalion ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

machine,, and whe.in ^ dispute™ rf-4 ponaMe ^ ^ ^ ^ 

information for each of said vending machines. 

11. (Withdrawn): The vending machine service system of Claim 10, wherein then, is further 
provided route indication means associated with said portable computer to utilize said location 
information to display a preferred route for the service of each of said vending machines. 

12. (Currently amended): The method of servicing a Duality of vending machines situated 
at disparate locations relative to one another within a locatj/n area, comprising the steps of: 

a) polling each said machine, compiling identifica/n, and updated sales and cash flow data 
for each machine, providing an updated data stream; 

b) transmitting said updated data stream fron/a separate transmitter located near each said 
machine ^mdmmhMMm^, providing ^ tnamdl ^ ^ a ^ 

c) repeating steps a-b, while 

d) providing a service vehicle havmg product inventory for said vending machines; 

e) positioning said service vehicle Within said reception area; 

f) receiving said updated trar*mis/ons from each of said separate transmitters, providing , 
received data stream; 

• g) pulling inventory from service vehicle based upon said sales and cash flow data for 
each vending machine conveyed ir/said received data stream, providing pulled inventory; 
h) stocking each said vending machine as needed utilizing said pulled inventory. 
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13. (Original): The method of Claim 12, wherein after stcp/h » there is provided the further 
step "I." of resetting each machino, so as to reflect the 
'V. 



inventory stocked in each machine in step 



14. (Currently amended): 
at disparate Nations relative to one another witlin/ location area, comprising the steps of: 

a) polling each said machine, compiling identification, and updated sales and cash flow data 
for each machine, providing an updated data sfream; 

b) transmitting said updated data strca4 from eaeh said, separate transmitter located near each 
Mid machine at predetermined im oryRk/providing a plurality of updated transmissions within 
reception area; 

c) repeating steps a-b, while/ 

d) providing a service vehicle having product inventory for said vending machines; 
c) positioning said service vehicle within said reception area; 

f) receiving said plurX of updated transmissions from each of said separate transmitters, 
providing a received data stream; 

g) providing sales/and cash flow data for each vending machine conveyed in said received 
data stream, providing a picking ticket; 

h) pulling in/entory from said service vehicle based upon said picking ticket, providing 
pulled inventory; 

I) stocking' each said vending machine as needed utilizing said pulled inventory. 
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^ 15. (Ong™,): The method of CWm ]4> ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

step "r." of reselling each machine, so as to reflect the 

machine in step e< h." 

16. (Original): Th e method of Claim 15, wherein /fter 



inventory stocked in each said vending 



step "g." there is provided the 



add.de™, step of providing a dalabffie of )oca , ion infc / m Mcfc ^ ^ ^ ^ 
and cash flow data for each said vending machine in ikid optimal route order. 



17. (Original): The method of servicing pending machine, comprising the steps of: 

a) polling said machine, compiling sal/and cash flow data, providing „ da ,a stream, 

b) transmitting said data stream fror/ . ^n^p^g^^^^,^ 
withi n a reception area; 

c) repeating steps a-b, while 

d) providing a service vehicle Ling product inventory for said vending machine; 

e) positioning $aid service vidcle within said receptionarea; 

f) receding said transmission from said transmitter, providing a received data stream; 

g) providing sales and ca/h flow data for the vending machine, providing a picking ticket; 

h) pulling inventory f^n said service vehicle based upon said picking ticket, providing 
pulled inventory; 

D stocking said vending machine utilizing said pulled inventory. 



18. (Original): Tfie mcihod of Claim 16, wherein after step "h." there 
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is provided the further 
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step "I." of resetting each machine, so as to reflect the 



inventory stocked in each machine in step "h" 




p (Currently amended): The method of servic/g a vending machine, 



of: 



comprising the steps 



a) receiving a. ©data stream from a the < 



! vending machine via a monitoring assembly; 

b) removing dau ftorr, sald m mm delated to imaitory , ^ opera(jo]M] ^ m 
machine ID utilizing programming in said m/ntoring assembly. n-oV^,, ,„ .m-^^ 

stream : 

c) preparing a transmission string in/uding an identification of the machine, inventory, cash 
data, and/or operational status of saidma/hine fimsajd^hreviated data ^ ^ forwaiding 
said transmission string to a transmitter/nodule; 

d) transmitting saidjransn^ string to broadcast within limited transition range within 
a limited, local area, and ^eating s a4 transmission to j 
while 



> maintain a flow of data to a reception area; 



e) updating said transmis s/on string as new data is received; 

f) repeating steps a-c Wother vending machines in the vicinity, so as to provide multiple 
transmissions to the reception Area; 

g) positioning a service vehicle within the reception area of said transmissions; 

h) receiving said transmissions; 

I) inputting said transmissions into a portable computer; 

j) conveymg said /^missions via said portable computer to a route operator operating the 
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*) *wi»g said route ope™, t0 pul , jnven , oiy / y chmgc ^ ^ ^ ^ 

-icing eaO orsaid vending machines s0 „ . ^ / ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2 «.W^ emeMofcWm , 9 , wh ^ / isfirterprovidK)aiead(jjtioMi ^ 

of sa^fe Mmpu(lir indicating ,o ^ r()ule ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

based upon a calculation as to the best rrrt.^trw^xi i J ■ ■ 

best route to follow ^en.cmg said vending machines, providing 

the next machine. / 

». (Current amended): n. method of Xn, 20 , wherein „ furttar ^ ^ 

machine; / 

n) dicing said next machi™, replc»l4ta« change, and resetting the machtae . 

is stocked; / 

«R) returning to the service vehicle with the portable computer; 
»3) downloading data from the/portable computer to a base office. 

22. (Original): Then^od/f servicing a vending machine, comprising the step S of: 
a) receiving DEXp| datTfrom k vending m^hi.. , . 



dati from a vending machine, providing received data; 
b) compiling said data to/discern activity on mventory, cash, and/or operational status, 
providing filtered received data; , 

r ■ — _ . + 

0 preparing a transrnissjon conveying said fdtcred received dau, providing a transmission 

string; 

d) transmitting said fission string „ , recepdon ^ ,.„ ^ rf ^ ^ 
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machine 

e) Repeating steps a-d, while 

0 portioning a service vehicle within said reception area; 

g) receiving said transmission; 

h) util^ 

vehicle for servicul said vending machine, providing pulled inventory; 
I) conveyingWd pulled inventory to said vending machine; 
j) stocking saidWending machine 

k) resetting said ^nding machine, resetting said filtered received data. 
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